
Washington Fruit Express 
 

What is the Washington Fruit 
Express? 
The Washington Fruit Express is a new service 
that carries Washington's fresh fruit and produce 
from Wenatchee to eastern states on the back of 
existing Amtrak passenger trains.  
 
 

 
 
 

Why is WSDOT implementing 
this service? 
Washington's produce business suffers from 
transportation issues not faced by other states. 
Not only must Washington's fresh fruit and 
produce travel one of the longest paths to east 
coast markets, but also other economic factors 
often divert refrigerated trucks to other uses. The 
result is that Washington's shippers face high 
transport costs and a chronic lack of just-in-time 
transportation needed to compete in eastern 
markets.  
  
Traditional rail freight transportation has not 
been a viable option because their best transit 
times have been eight to ten days - well more 
than is acceptable in the world of just-in-time 
produce shipments.  
  
The Washington Fruit Express provides truck-
competitive transit times and costs slightly less, 
giving Washington growers a competitive edge. 
Washington Fruit Express shipments would 
receive fifth-morning dock-to-dock service.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Project Facts  
----------------------------------------------------------- 
��Limited initial service will start Fall 2001 
��78-foot refrigerated express rail cars leased 

by WSDOT will arrive in 2002 
��Full-scale operations are slated for the 2002 

harvest season 
��The service supports the state's hard-pressed 

agricultural communities, eastern 
Washington rail passenger service, Amtrak, 
and helps preserve state highways by 
reducing truck travel 
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What is WSDOT's role? 
WSDOT will lease 50 high-speed refrigerated 
rail cars in 2002. These cars have been designed 
and will be put out to bid in the fall of 2001. The 
first of them will be put through rigorous testing 
to ensure that the cars meet Amtrak's passenger 
train safety standards.  
  
If the service proves successful, it is likely that 
the legislature will authorize the lease of 200 
more refrigerated express railcars within the next 
few years. If funding is made available, WSDOT 
will also fund construction of expanded loading 
docks and storage tracks to expand the 
Washington Fruit Express to Pasco and perhaps 
Yakima and Mt. Vernon.  
  

The end result 
The Washington Fruit Express helps rural 
economic development in Washington State by 
ensuring that fresh produce farmers will be able 
to move their crops and compete in distant 
markets. In addition, the revenues collected 
through the service will help sustain Amtrak's 
Empire Builder and Coast Starlight within 
Washington. Another important benefit of the 
service will be reduced highway maintenance 
expenses, congestion, and improved highway 
safety.   
 

What is being done to protect 
the environment? 
Rail transportation per ton-mile requires less fuel 
and produces less pollution than other forms of 
transportation.  The Washington Fruit Express 
will help improve air quality in Washington and 
across the country-as each express rail car carries 

the equivalent of three truckloads of produce.  
This translates into significant fuel and pollution 
savings, especially when all Washington Fruit 
Express cars are in active service. 
 

What are the project timelines? 
A successful demonstration of the service took 
place in September 2000. A limited initial 
service began in the fall of 2001. Since the state's 
own large express railcars will not be ready at 
that time, smaller 57-foot refrigerated express 
cars from citrus markets will be used in the 
interim.  
Full-scale operations with the state's own 
refrigerated express railcar fleet will begin as 
soon as they are constructed and accepted in 
2002.  
  

Financial Information 
WSDOT will use revenues generated by the 
Washington Fruit Express to make lease 
payments on the high-speed refrigerated rail cars. 
An additional $7.8 million spending authority 
will be needed through the 09-11 biennium. 
Additional infrastructure improvements of $4.0 
million will be needed to expand loading docks 
and storage tracks at strategic locations across 
the state.  
 

Government-to-government 
tribal consultation process 
This process is not applicable because the project 
does not impact tribal lands. 
 
 
 
 

Expenditure Plan  
 Prior Expenditures Remaining Costs Total 

State Funds $840,000 $840,000
Funded subtotal  $840,000 $840,000
Unfunded amount $11,934,000 $11,934,000
Total Cost $12,774,000 $12,774,000
Financial data is current as of 9/1/01. 
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How can I get more 
information? 
 
 
To learn more, go to 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/pubtran/, or call the 
WSDOT Rail Office at 1.800.822.2015.  
  
For detailed information about this project, 
contact the project manager:  
Stephen Anderson 
Rail Services Manager 
WSDOT Rail Office 
PO Box 47387 
Olympia, WA 98504-7387 
360.705.7903 or toll free 1.800.822.2015 
Email: andest@wsdot.wa.gov  
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